
   

June  2010                                                                     Virtue:  Justice  

PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE   
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
In the blink of an eye, it seems, another school year 

has come to an end.  It is a time that is bittersweet; 

bringing us joy as we look back at the accomplishments 
and memories we have made, and sadness as we bid 

farewell and express our appreciation to those who are 
leaving us. 
 

Congratulations to the class of 2010, who graduated on 

June 27.  Special thanks to Mrs. Rosina McClintock 
and Mrs. Cathy  Cordileone  for coordinating our grad 

events.  Thanks also to our parents for your support of 
Catholic education and to Monsignor Jamieson , Mrs. 

Dorothy Lother and her choir members, and all who 

made the Graduation Mass, Awards and Dinner possi-
ble.  I would also like to acknowledge six members of 

our graduating class who have been at SJB since Kin-
dergarten:  Sonia Colatruglio, Samuel East, Evan 

Johnson, Julian Steeds, Owen Sykes,  and Teresa 

Thille.   We would also like to thank our graduating 
class for their donation of $500 to the Humankind 

Academy project, and $1900 to the Development & 
Peace Haiti Relief effort.  We wish our graduates con-

tinued success as they continue on their educational 

journey. 
 

We are proud of the academic achievements of our stu-

dents this past year.  Thirteen students in grade 7 and  

fifteen students in grade 8 achieved honour roll status 
(85% average).  Well done!  
 

We would also like to acknowledge with thanks, two 

staff members who have been with us for a combined 
total of 53 years and have contributed immensely to 

our academic and extra-curricular programs.  May God 
bless Mrs. Cleda Reeves and Mr. Dan McKinnon , 

and we wish them luck with their future endeavours.  
We would also like to thank Miss Lauren Reeves , 

who will be returning to university this fall.  Farewell 

and good luck to our students who are leaving us; es-
pecially those who are re-locating to other provinces.  
 

Our school is blessed with the support of parents who 

give of themselves in time and talents through their 
work on the SJB Parent Council.  Steered by Mrs. Jen-

nifer Moncrieff,  the Parent Council has reached their 
goal of equipping every classroom in our school with a 

SMART Board; the last of which has been ordered this 

week for Mrs. Wolfeôs class. We would like to say thank 
you to Mrs. Moncrieff , who has been our Parent 

Council Chair for the past two years and welcome Mrs. 

Kristi Cumming , our incoming Chair, and Mrs. Tricia 
Precourt , who will be the new Vice Chair.  
 

The old adage that it takes a village to raise a child cer-

tainly holds true here at SJB.  We are grateful to our 
many stakeholders who have given of themselves 

through stewardship to our Community of St. John Bre-
beuf:  Parents, School Board, Parent Council, Par-

ent Advisory Council, Finance Council, Parent 

Grad Committee, Maintenance Committee, 
Knights of Columbus, Development & Peace, and 

the SJB Ladies Bridge Club.   
 

We would also like to thank one of our SJB Families for 

their generous donation that enabled us to purchase 

over $7000 in books for our Guided Reading Program.  
Next year, we will be extending this program to include 

our Middle Years students.  We are also grateful to all 
of the individuals and groups who made donations to 

our SJB School Bursary Fund this past year. 
 
 

In the true spirit of service, our Social Justice Commit-

tee was able to reach our goal of $5000 to help build 
the Humankind Academy in Kenya.  Thanks to our staff, 

students and parents for supporting the many fundrais-
ing events and initiatives. 
 

A special thank you to our hard working, dedicated, 

faith-filled staff for the work they did in teaching our 
students both in the classroom and outside of the class-

room in a variety of extra -curricular programs.  May 

they take the time to rest and celebrate their accom-
plishments of the past school year over the summer.  

May Godôs blessings be always with them and their 
families. 
 

Last, but not least, we bid farewell to Monsignor 

Jamieson  who, after serving our community for the 
past six years,  is moving on to St. Maryôs Cathedral as 

Rector.  We thank him for guiding us in our faith jour-
ney to build a stronger SJB Community by living, serv-

ing and loving in Christ. 
 

This summer, Father Mark Tarrant  will join us as our 
new pastor. This fall, we will also welcome Ms. Marian 

Balla (Gr. 5 Teacher) and Mr. Nathan Polakoff (Gr. 2 

Teacher).  Please see page 4 for more information. 
 

Please note that the school office will be closed from 

July 12 to August 21.  On September 8, Par-

ent/Student/Teacher Triads will take place in the 
school.      (continued on page 9)  
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FROM THE  
PASTORôS DESK 
Dear Parishioners, Families and Friends of SJB School 
and Community, 
 

Greetings to you all in the Lord!  

As you may already know, Iôm on the list for a transfer, 
and will be moving to St. Maryôs Cathedral where I will 

be Rector.  I would like to spend a few moments ï and 
words ï to reflect on this with you.  
 

My first reaction was surprise.  Why, I donôt know; my 
six year appointment is up ï as are several others on 

the ómove listô.  Changes happen ï itôs certainly not un-

familiar to me.  Why surprise?  Well, I thought since 
óyouôre there already, things yet to complete, path of 

least resistance, etc., etcô, that I would not be moving.  
Besides which, moving is scary ï What will the new 
place be like?  Will they like me?  What will I find when 
I go  there? ï and, not least of all ï Where will I live?  
You get the drift.  Change is disturbing, and more so as 

you age.   
 

Now look at the prayer beside this article, ñA Steward-

ship Prayerò.  It is a beautiful prayer.  You could use it 
to make a retreat or a daily family prayer.  In that 

prayer I ask that ñmy heart will be open to continued 
conversion in my lifeò and that ñI may be a good stew-

ard: that I will follow faithfully, serve joyfully, give gen-

erously, live responsibly and possess sensibly.ò  As I 
reflect on those words when faced with this change in 

assignment I realize that this calls from me openness to 
Godôs grace, the work of the Holy Spirit in my life to 

grow in the Lord.  I have ï as have we all ï been gifted 

in my life.  Iôm called to share these gifts with others.  I 
promised the Bishop who ordained me and his succes-

sors that I would do as he asks me to do. I promise in 
this stewardship prayer to ófollow faithfully, to serve 

joyfully, and to give of myself generouslyô wherever the 

Church needs me.  Therefore, with deep faith and trust 
in God I go to my new assignment.  Yes, I will deeply 

miss you for I have greatly enjoyed this time in this 
community of faith, and I will continue to pray for you 

as I hope you will for me.  
 

Fr. Mark Tarrant, who will succeed me, will, I know, 

take his part in going forward with you ï as I, in turn, 
will do at St. Maryôs Cathedral.  In all of this, God is at 

work.  If we commit ourselves and trust in Him then we 

have nothing to fear for He has promised to be with us 
always! 
 

Bless you, God love you, and the peace of the Lord be 

with you always!  

 

Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson, Pastor 

LIBRARY NEWS  
June has been an eventful month 

in the Library. On May 21st the 

Technology Committee voted 

unanimously to purchase L4U li-

brary automation software. We are making great pro-

gress in cataloguing our books and should be fully auto-

mated by October 2010. Thanks to my volunteers: Mrs. 

Maclaren, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Dobson, Mrs. Calista and 

Ms. Gruber for your hard work. Plans are also underway 

for the Library Renovation which will take place next 

year. I hope everyone has a relaxing summer and weôll 

be seeing you in September! 

Mrs. Patrice Poirier,  

Library Technician 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Stewardship Prayer 
 
Almighty God, I give thanks for all that I have and all that I am. 
 

Most of all, I give thanks for the great gift of Your Son, Jesus. 
I pray that through a personal relationship with the Risen 
Christ, my heart will open to continued conversion in my life. 
 
I pray that I may be a good steward: that I will follow faithfully, 
serve joyfully, give generously, live responsibly and possess sen-
sibly.   
 
In gratitude for the abundant gifts You have so graciously given 
to me, I return to You the first fruits of these gifts, through acts 
of service and by generously sharing all that You have entrusted 
to me. 
 
Heavenly Father, by Your Holy Spirit, help me to be a gift to 
others, in Your name. 
 

Amen 

Searching for some good summer reading?   
Check out librarian-recommended books for 
kids of all ages at: 
 

http://wpl.winnipeg.ca/library/childrens/

kidsbooklists.asp 
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 BOBCAT BEAT 
Overall the SJB Bobcats did very well at 
the Elementary Knights of Columbus 

Track and Field Meet which took place 

June 10th at the University of Manitoba. 
The Boys team finished in 3rd place out 

of 16 Catholic and Parochial schools that compete in the 
Manitoba Catholic Athletic Association. 
  

Congratulations to the following Knights of Columbus 

Track and Field Finalists: 
 

Gr.4  
Cameron Armstrong   1st 60m 

Daniela Auruti    3rd 200m 
  2nd Long Jump 

Adia Duehrsen    5th Long Jump 

Girls Relay Team    3rd 
Boys Relay Team    4th  

Simon DePasquale   2nd Ball Throw 
 

Gr.5  
Conor Timlick    3rd Long Jump 

  2nd 60m 
Max Piche     4th 800m 

Boys Relay Team    2nd 
 

Gr. 6  
J.P. Lovell     1st 800m 

Findlay McLandress  5th 60m 

  3rd 200m 
Girls Relay Team   3rd 

Boys Relay Team    3rd 
Taylor Bradshaw   3rd Ball Throw 

 

Grade 5 Boys and Grade 6 boys came in 3rd overall. 
 

The results for the Junior High Knights of Columbus 

Track and Field Meet were equally as impressive. The 

boyôs team finished in 4th place out of 14 schools. 
 

Congratulations to the following Knights of Columbus 
Track and Field Finalists: 
 

Gr. 7  

James Teschuk   1st 100m 
  2nd 800m 

Mathew Ramjiawan  2nd 100m 

Boys Relay Team    3rd 
 

Gr. 8  

Andrew Cordileone   4th 1500m 

Evan Johnson   3rd  Shot put 
Rachel Hill    4th  Long Jump 

    1st  100m  
Owen Sykes   5th  High Jump 

Thabiso Montoedi    3rd High Jump Gr. 9 

Mackenzie Vannan   4th High Jump Gr. 9 
 

 
Mr. David Bueti, 

Physical Education 

 

PARENT COUNCIL   
I am pleased to announce Kristi Cumming will assume 

the role of Chair of the Parent Council as of September.  
As well, Tricia Precourt will take the position of Vice- 

Chair.  I know that they will do a great job in their new 
roles.   
 

A huge thank you to Tricia Precourt (Carnival Chair), 

Tracey Maconachie, Kristi Cumming, Diane Samyn, Lidia 
Erickson, and Clare McKay for organizing a fabulous 

carnival.  It was a great night and fun was had by all.    
 

Thanks for supporting the 3rd Annual SJB Store on 
Monday, June 21, where we sold sample sizes of 

jeans, t-shirts shorts and more. This year we were 

happy to add a new supplier who provided menôs wear.   
And of course there were SJB enviro bags for $5.00.   
   

It has been a great experience to Chair the Parent 

Council for the past two years.  I have enjoyed working 
and meeting so many wonderful parents.  
 

Mrs. Jennifer Moncrieff, Chair  

SJB Parent Council 

2010 SJB FAMILY 
CARNIVAL  
The Carnival Committee would like 
to thank the following for their as-

sistance with the SJB Carnival: 
 

Central Meats for providing the burger patties  
 

Chris Pennycook of Dynamic Realty for the sponsor-

ship of the cotton candy machine 
 

Corpellôs Water for donating the water  
 

McDonaldôs restaurant for donating the orange 

drink and ice  
 

Mr. Bueti, Mr. Wiebe, Mr. Hunt, Deacon Joe, and all 

students who went in the dunk tank and raised 

close to $200.00 
 

The Balciunas Family for providing the hot dog and 

hamburger buns  
 

George Ferris for providing the large BBQ 
 

All of the parent and teacher volunteers who helped  

make the carnival possible 
 

Eduardo De Medeiros who was so much help; espe-

cially the day of the carnival  
 

Kindergarten & Gr. 1 students and their teachers 

for making the signs 
 

The Knight of Columbus for donating their time to 

cook burgers   
 

The Carnival Committee Kristi Cumming, Lidia Erick-

son, Tracey Maconachie, Clare McKay, Diane Samyn  
 

Mrs. Tricia Precourt  

SJB Family Carnival Committee Chair 
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WELCOME ! 

MR. NATHAN 
POLAKOFF, 
GRADE 2 
Hello everyone! My 

name is Nathan Pola-

koff, and I am ex-
tremely excited to be 

joining the St. John 
Brebeuf community as 

the second grade 2 

teacher! 
 

I recently graduated 

with my Bachelor of Education from the University of 

Winnipeg and feel very blessed to be hired within the 
Catholic school system. I have recently returned from 

Thailand, having completed a 10-month practicum pro-
gram at Lertlah School. Lertlah utilized the Manitoba 

curriculum and I learned a lot during my time teaching 

grade 3 in Bangkok. 
 

I am a strong believer that a class of students can func-

tion as a family unit, wherein everyone belongs, has 

jobs to do and each member has a special place within 
the whole.  My goal for the coming year is to grow and 

learn together as a grade two community.  
In my spare time I am active in the Manitoba rugby 

community, both coaching and playing, and as a wres-

tling coach at St. Paulôs High School.  
 

I am very open to communication and would love to 

hear any and all ideas parents or students have to help 

improve our classroom. I look forward to meeting stu-
dents and parents and the start of the school year.  

 
Mr. Nathan Polakoff  

MS. 
MARIAN 
BALLA, 
GRADE 5 
I am a recent 

graduate of the 
University of Winni-

pegôs Integrated 

Faculty of Educa-
tion where I re-

ceived both a 
Bachelor of Educa-

tion degree and a Bachelor of Arts degree.  
 

Throughout my five years of training I focused on Early 
and Middle Years Education and had the opportunity to 

teach grade one to 5 in numerous different schools.  
 

I am an active member of St. Michaelôs Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Transcona, where I taught Sunday 

school for the past nine years. In my spare time my 

interests include dancing with two Ukrainian Dance 
Groups ï Romanetz and Slava Contemporary Dance as 

well as playing softball in the summer.  
 

My goal is to recognize that all students are important 
and valued individuals and to keep the studentsô needs 

and interest at the heart of my teaching to create the 
most successful learning environment I can. 
 

I am very excited to meet all the students and families 
of the St. John Brebeuf school community and am con-
fident that this year will be a productive and exciting 
year for all.  
 
Ms. Marian Balla   

Reverend Mark Tarrant  
It is always exciting to start something new! To move into a new grade, to meet new 
people, or to move into a new parish. I am very excited and pleased to be the ónew 

guyô at St. John Brebeuf for the next school year. I am grateful to follow Monsignor 

Jamieson, who with his smile, concern and faith gives me an example of the Good 
Shepherd. I look forward to getting to know you, to work with you, to pray with you 

and to grow in love of the Lord with you. My experience in Catholic schools is one that 
enables the faith that is in each one of our hearts to grow and to reflect the many gifts 

that God has entrusted to us.  To all the returning students and families, welcome us 

with the same patience, charity and enthusiasm that you would welcome Jesus enter-
ing the building. With God at our side our next school year will be one for the books!    

 
Father Mark A. Tarrant 
 

 


