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Living, Learning, Serving in Christ
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Virtue: Confidence

PRI NCI PALOS MESSAG

Dear Parents/Guardians,

As | begin this message, the snow is falling softly out-
side, insulating the earth for the winter season ahead.
Inside our school walls, preparations are being made
for the birth of our saviour as concert sets are being
built, songs are rehearsed, and all hearts are readied
for the birthday of Godods

We enter the Advent Season giving thanks for all whose
time and efforts made our November events possible.
Thanks to Mrs. McClintock along with our Student
Council for organizing our School Dance , and for the
staff and parents who came out to supervise.

We are grateful to our hard -working Parent Council
for coordinating the recent Magazine and Shop
Funds fundraisers , and thank them in advance for
their work in making possible our upcoming Christmas
Concert receptions and Pancake Breakfast . |
would also like to acknowledge our dedicated staff
members, Mrs. Lafreniere, Ms. Mendres, and committee
members, Mrs. Viselli, Mrs. McGregor and Mrs,
McClintock for their work preparing for our 2009 Christ-
mas Concert, Once Upon a Starry Night . This year,
there will be two performances: our evening concert,
December 17, along with a
cember 16 at 1:30 pm. We hope you will be able to
join us for this joyous celebration of Christmas in song.

We were pleased to see so many parents and students
participating in our Parent Teacher Conferences . It
was another affirmation of the importance of working

together to achieve academic and personal goals.

Last month also marked the end of another Volleyball
season . Both teams achieved great success, thanks in
part to the efforts of our staff and volunteer coaches.
We appreciate the time and efforts of Ms. Thurston for
her work coaching our girls, and Mr. Bueti, along with
Alumni volunteer assistants, Caleb Dobson and Josh
Zaporzan who coached our boys team.

Finally, | would like to thank Ms. Imelda Barry, who has
accepted the position of coordinating uniform orders.
She can be reached at 4892115 or emailed at
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barry@sjbcommunity.ca. Ms. Rodrigues, who has been
looking after the uniform orders for the past three

months, is stepping down from this responsibility and
we are grateful for her efforts.

Congratulations to Grade 6 student, Pietro Cianflone,
who placed in the top 10 contestants nationwide for the
World Literacy of Canada Write/Right to Read
SaAMpeltgn s Asxa school community, we are proud of
the efforts of teachers like Miss Waroway, who provide
our students with an outstanding level of support and
guidance and initiatives that expose our students to
important issues such as world issues.

December will be another busy month here at SJB. We
begin with our annual Scholastic Book Fair , taking
place from December 7 through 11 in the Parish
Hall. Please check the schedule on page 5 and plan to
come out next week to support this important event,

and take care of some Christmas shopping for your
family!

On December 10, please join us for our December
School Mass at 9:00 am. The parish will also be offer-
ing an opportunity for Advent Reconciliation that
evening, between 7:00 and 8:00 pm. Please also note
that families who are preparing for the First Recon-
sGiligtiangapchAirss Bucharist W ghoyldrmark their galgn:
dars for upcoming events on January 13 and 23. See
page 4 for detalils.

Before we know it, it will be December 18, the last day
of school before our Christmas Break. Our Pancake
Breakfast for students and staff will begin at 9:00 am,
with our Kindergarten to 4 in the Gym and grades 5 to
8 in the Parish Hall. Students are encouraged to wear
red, white and green for the last Colour Day of the
year. Dismissal on the 18th will be at 2:00 pm.
Please be reminded that there will be no After Care
Program that day, so alternate plans will have to be
made. Please check the items in the Lost and Found
before the last day of school, as any unclaimed items
will be sent to a charitable organization for distribution
to those in need.

(continued on page 2)

In the event of a weather emergency, announcements of school closures will be made on CBC Radio One and

/

Two, CJOB, CFRW, BOB FM, 94 CURVE FM, 92 CITI FM, 102.3 CLEAR FM, POWER 97 FM, CKSB, 99.1 GROOVH
HOT 103 FM and CTV NEWS.
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(continued from page 1)

Looking ahead to the new year, there are many upcom-
ing events. Once again, we will be participating in the
Canwest Canspell Spelling Competition Mrs.
McClintock has graciously offered once again to coordi-
nate the competition for grades 4 to 8, which will be
held on January 18 in the Parish Hall. Parents are wel-
come to attend.

Exams for Grades 7 and 8 will take place January 22 to
28. Please see page 3 or visit

www.sjbcommunity.ca/school for a schedule.

We are now accepting applications for new students
from K to 8 for the 2010 school year. Our annual

Open House will take place on January 28, 2010 at
7:00 pm, starting in the church. Application packages
for new students can be picked up from the school of-

fice or downloaded from our school web site. If you

know of anyone interested in attending St. John Bre-
beuf School, please encourage them to attend our
Open House. Spaces are limited in certain grades.
Bursary applications will also be available for families
needing financial assistance.

Before we know it, the school year will be coming to an
end. If you have a Grade 8 student in your family, and
need further i nf or ma Grade n8
Grad, please contact Mrs. McClintock at 4892115
(234), mcclintock@sjbcommunity.ca, or Mrs. Cordileone
at Cathy.Cordileone@gov.mb.ca. Additional information
is also available on the Grade 8 wiki:
http://sjb7and8studies.pbworks.com/

However, before we get to spring, we have to get
through winter firstt Once the white stuff arrives in
large quantities, students are to be reminded not to
throw snow or ice balls. This type of activity can lead
to serious injuries and does not fit with our focus on
respectful, safe behaviours.

Due to the holidays, we will not be publishing a news-
letter in January. Classes will resume on Monday,
January 4 (Day 1) . A calendar for January and Feb-
ruary will be sent home in the New Year.

In closing, on behalf of the entire St. John Brebeuf
staff, | would like to wish all of you a Peaceful Advent
and a Holy and Blessed Christmas.

Mrs. Laura Carreiro,
Principal
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FROM THE
PASTORO6S DESK
Dear Friends in Christ,

Well, Happy New Year! Or, at least,
Happy New Church Year! | realize we

still have the month of December to go through before
we begin the new cal endari
year begins with the season of ADVENT. The little
iblue bookso (available a
fice) tell us that Advent over the years has come to
mean a time of preparation for Christmas i the celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus into our human world. Itis a
time of reflection about the first coming of Jesus and
the preparation for the second and final coming. In the
meanwhile, Jesus comes to us in His Word, in the Body
of Christ that we, the baptized, are, and in Sacraments.
The symbol of the season is the Advent wreath with the
successive lighting of its four candles on the four Sun-
days of the season i a sign for us of the birth of the
Light of the World, the Lord Jesus.

Advent is the time for all the baptized to prepare for
Christmas spiritually 8 yes, in the midst of the shop-
ping, decorating, baking and parties T we need, in spite
of these other things, to remember what it is we cele-
brate: the human birth of Jesus, the Lord. Many try to
G?A%t &o thetSﬁclra@ent ofe Rerconciliation, attend daily
ass, to pray more (aalain,%he ﬁtt?e blue book) and to
be generous in giving of ourselves and our resources.
It is a time to trust more in God and less in ourselves.
This is increasingly less fashionable in our secular soci-
ety. This is a season to grow in our love and trust of
God. We have been blessed with so muchi spiritually
and materially. We have every reason to trust in God
0 we know by our own experience that God is trust-
worthy. Trust is the cornerstone of any relationship i
and our relationship with God is no different. God
trusts us to do what we can with what and who we are
and we, in turn, trust in Him to fulfill what we need to
be able to do that. Let us then open our hearts to our
loving God who wants to fill us with the gifts of the
Spirit so that when we come to Christmas we may be
ready to celebrate the aw

I n the meanwhil e, ATrust
and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways
acknowledge Him and He will make straight your
paths. o (Proverbs 3:5,6)

Blessings and Happy Advent!

Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson, V. G.
Pastor

Esom

Know someone who is interested in a quality Catholic education from Kindergarten to Grade 8?
| Help us to spread the word by inviting them to attend our St. John Brebeuf Catholic School
Open House, Thursday, January 28 at 7:00 pm

(starting in the church). Application packages

available at the School Office or www.sjbcommunity.ca/school.




PARENT COUNCIL

There is a lot happening in December!

Thanks to all who ordered gift cards in support of our
school. Those who placed orders will be contacted
when they are available.

The Parent Council will be hosting the Grandparent
Matinee Tea (2:30 - 3:30pm - Wed. Dec. 16) after the
matinee Christmas Concert, the Post Christmas Con-
cert Reception (8:00pm, Thurs., Dec. 17 and the An-
nual Christmas Pancake Breakfast (9:00am, Friday,
Dec. 18th). Those who signed up in September to
help with these events will be contacted shortly.

In December, we will be having a raffle. First prize is
an iPod touch, second prize and third prize is a $50 gift
certificate with iTunes. Tickets will be $1 for 1 ticket,
$10

$5 for 10 tickets, or

the magazine profits, parent donations, |
we are able to purchase a SMART Board |,
for the Kindergarten class. Thank you so
much to all parents who supported this
recent fundraiser. Only 2 more SMART
Boards to go ($8000)!

Special Lunch forms for January to March will be sent
home at the end of the week.

Mrs. Jennifer Moncrieff, Chair
SJB Parent Council

STUDENT COUNCIL

The School Dance held on Friday Novem-
ber 13" was a success and students en-
joyed a band performance from alumni now
at St Paul 6s. Thank
ents who helped supervise.

SJBoO6s part i cPlagi@Bag Roondupn washa
challenge but we managed to collect a total of 1209
bags! Hurray! Thank you to all students, parents and
staff that participated.

Mark your calendar for the following Student Council
events coming up in December and January:

December 18 1 Colour day

Theme: Christmas (dress in red/green/white)

danuary §5 h¢olg@rday| engt h.
Theme: Twin Day

The SJB Milk Challenge continues, so get spotted drink-
ing milk and win a prize.

SJB Student Council
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Just in time for Christmas...

SJB Parent Council - Raffle
iPOD Touch & iTune Gift Certificates

Buy your tickets!
1st Prize iPod Touch,

2nd & 3rd Prize - $50 iTune Gift Certificates
Tickets will be on sale
from
Monday, Dec. 7 i Friday, December 11
$ 1.00 PER TICKET
$5.00 FOR 10 TICKETS
$10.00 FOR ARMS LENGTH

EXAM SCHEDULE

Friday January 22 " - (Day 3)

ELA Grade 7 & ELAGrade 8

Monday January 25" -(Day4)

Science Grade 7 & Science Grade 8
Tuesday January 26 ™ i (Day 5)

French Grade 7 & Social Studies Grade 8
Wednesday January 27 ™ i (Day 6)
Math Grade 7 & Math Grade 8

Thursday January 28 ™' (Day 1)
French Grade 8 & Social Studies Grade 7

Please note that there will be no classes on Jan 29,
2010. The new term starts February 1, 2010 (Day 3)

Exams will start at 9:00 am and finish at 11:00
am. All students are required to stay for the first hour
and half.

Parents please pick up your son/daughter right after the
exam. Students will wait for their parents in the library
and not be dismissed until you come in and pick them
up. Students are not allowed to leave the school
grounds after they finish their exams.

Students should only remain at school after 11:00 am if
they have an appointment with one of their teacher(s)
for extra help.

This is a regular school day and students are expected
to be wearing their full uniform.

The exam is worth 30% of the 2 " term mark.




BOBCAT BEAT

Volleyball

Congratulations go out to both our j}
boys and girls volleyball teams on very

successful seasons. The boys team HI]HI:HTS
finished second in the south division in

regular season but were knocked out by a strong St.
Gerard team in the semi finals.

ST. JOHN BREBEUF
D)

A volleyball wind-up is being planned for both the boys
and girls teams. The school would like to send out a
very big thank you to the students who kept score dur-
ing home games. They, too, will be invited to the wind -
up in appreciation of their help.

Staff and students will be happy to know that a Staff
vs. Students volleyball game is being planned for some-
time in December!

Intramurals

Intramurals began in early November and so far, the
grades 2 to 8 students have very much enjoyed their
games of indoor soccer over the lunch hour. Students
will be happy to know that indoor soccer will continue
through the month of December and that in the New
Year, there will be a sign-up sheet on the gym door for
the Dodge Ball intramural for grades 2 to 8. Make sure
to bring your physical education class uniform that day
if you plan to participate.

Basketball

In January, students in grades 6 to 8 should be pre-
pared for both the girls and boys Bobcat Basketball
tryouts! Look for tryout dates and times on the gym-
nasium door!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

Mr. David Bueti
Physical Education

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
TEAM

The Westgate Tournament was a
great end to the season for the
girls. It provided some much
needed and well earned, competition, with close sets
and nail-biting rallies. The girls started off the year in
the developmental league but worked hard at
strengthening their skills and intensity levels enough
to take second place in the Westgate Tournament!
They also put up a good fight during the previous
weekend at the SMA tournament. Congratulations to
the girls for their effort, commitment to the team and
the collaboration that was shown among teammates
throughout the season. You should be very proud of
yourselves! Miss T. Will keep you posted regarding the
team wind-up event and date. Thanks to all and hope
each and every one of you had a lot of fun!

Miss Stephanie Thurston

LIBRARY
NEWS

We 6 v e had
great month in our
library in November.
During library class, we
have been exploring Adventure stories with the Kinder-
garten to Grade 4 including stories of Treasure Island,
My Fat her,asl Wheareafg dVild Things Are.

Scholastic Book Fairs

The exciting news for December is the Scholastic Book
Fairi Gal axy o f whiBhoml kakelace Decem-
ber 7-11™ in the Parish Hall, with Special Family Nights:
Tuesday, December 8 ™ from 3 -6 pm and Thurs-
day, December 10 ™ from 3 -8 pm . There will be a
special draw for free books and posters, contests and a
door prize! | hope to see everyone there.

We are continuing to recruit volunteers to help with our
automation project. We will be sending out more infor-
mation about that.

Last and not least, | want to wish everyone a blessed
Christmas and Happy New Year and | look forward to
seeing everyone back in January.

Mrs. Patrice Poirier,
Library Technician

GALAXY OF BOOKS

" SJB PARISH HALL
: 10:05 am - 2:00 pm

: 10:55 am - 2:00 pm
[ ]

10:55 am - 2:00 pm

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm
11:30 am - 2:00 pm
10:05 am - Z:00 pm

10:55 am - 2:00 pm

FIRST EUCHARIST FAMILIES

IMPORTANT DATES FOR /g%“
Reconciliation Learning ~——
Stations: Jan. 13, 4:00- 7:30 pm, \ )'(@ A
Various locations, SJB Parish. ‘

Pizza Supper, 5:30 pm, Parish Hall

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Jan. 23, 10:00 am,

St. John Brebeuf Church
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ROOTS OF EMPATHY T
Our theme in November has been CRY/NG This month we have leaned that when James, Ella ix -

4

and other babies cry they are trying to tell us something. It is the only way that they can

communicate with us. Some of the goals for this month have been to help the students empa-
thize with the baby, by realizing that good parenting takes time, love, patience, support from
others and knowledge about child behaviour and development. During our family visits the
students also |l earned some of the soothing technique
ing, and singing songs.

Roots of Empathy

Racines de I'empathie

A major theme for our crying theme is NEVER SHAKE A BAB8haken Baby Syndrome is a term used to describe the
very serious injuries that can happen if a baby is roughly shaken. The most common reason given for shaking a baby
is that the baby wouldn't stop crying. Our students know that it is normal to have strong feelings in response to a
baby's crying; however, everyone needs to know that they must never shake or otherwise harm a baby. To demon-
strate the dangers of just one shake, we place a raw egg in a glass jar and give it one shake. It is a very graphic
display that with just one shake the egg is shattered.

In December we will be learning how to care and planning for babies like James and Ella. Some of the key activities
are going to be diapering, feeding and clothing a baby. Our students are thoroughly enjoying the Roots of Empathy
program, and from all of the signs that that James and Ella are giving, they like it too. For updated pictures and in-
formation please stop by the Roots of Empathy bulletin board.

Mr. S. Hunt

SOCIAL JUSTICE AT SJB

Refugee Awareness
Many thought provoking classroom activities at all levels guided our students to a greater awareness about the plight

of refugees around the world. Videos were viewed, literature was read, research was conducted, simulation games
were played and classroom discussions and reflections centered on this refugee theme. This was done to build back-
ground information leading up to the assemblies where three refugees spoke about their experiences. We met Muuxi
Adames who is the charismatic founder of Humankind International, Inc. and whose dream it is to build Humankind
Academy in the Dadaab Refugee camp in Kenya. John Chol spoke to us about the trauma of his childhood: being
separated from his mother, witnessing his fathero6s d
being reunited with his mother and siblings and finally finding sanctuary in the cold of Canada. Abdi Ahmed, the
Youth Program Coordinator at IRCOM (Immigrant and Refugee Center of Manitoba), gave graphic examples of life in
Somalia when the war tore apart his world and how he is helping others rebuild their lives in Canada, especially the
youth here in Winnipeg. The feeling of optimism exuded from these speakers despite the tragic circumstances that
brought them to Canada. Their desire to make this a better world for all drives their daily lives and sets an example
to us about the resiliency of humans. The teachers and students look forward to inviting these men and other refu-
gees to SJB for c¢classroom presentations as we grow i
Dignity of the Human Persono.

Raising Money for Humankind Academy

To date, we have raised $288.80 for the Humankind School from our sale of Jolica products during parent -teacher
conferences as a percentage of our total sales of $1444.00. The school raised enough money that the Jolica Founda-
tion will fund 1.4 kitchen gardens in Afghanistan on our behalf, as well. These fine, fair trade products may still be
purchased t hrough our sal es associateos we b site a
elvira.thiessen. You can contact Elvira Thiessen atthiessb@mts.net or telephone 233-2908. Relatives and friends
who do not live in Winnipeg can order, also, and help SJB raise funds for Humankind

Academy. Orders can be placed online until January 29, 2010. Our plan is to have

more Jolica parties during January.

There will, also, be more exciting fund raising activities in the months ahead. &gﬂﬁf fﬂ

Mrs. Margaret Lafreniere
Social Justice Committee Chair
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STUDENT LITURGY
COMMITTEE

As a Christcentered school community,

we participate in a Eucharistic Celebra-

tion once a month. During these cele-

brations, everyone in attendance participates as a
member of the congregation; the body of Christ. How-
ever, we are looking for students to demonstrate lead-
ership skills by participating in a Student Liturgy Com-
mittee. The Student Liturgy Committee includes the
following ministries:

Music Ministry (School Mass Choir) - Open to
Catholic and non-Catholic students from grades 3 to 8.
We meet every day 2 from 11:30 am to 12:25 pm. We
eat our lunch together and then practice hymns for fu-
ture school masses.

Hospitality Ministry - Open to Catholic and non-
Catholic students from grades 5 to 8. Students greet
people as they come into the church, help to prepare
the Gathering Rite, and operate the Power Point.
Lectors - Open to Catholic students from grades 3 to
8. Students learn that !
but proclaim the Word of God. Students will help to
prepare the Prayer of the Faithful.

Gift Bearers - Open to Catholic students who have
received their First Communion. Students learn the
meaning behind carrying the gifts to the altar.

Altar Servers - Open to parishioners of St. John
Brebeuf who have been trained, or would like to be
trained to altar serve.

If your child is interested in participating in any of these
ministries, please contact Miss. Waroway at
waroway@sjbcommunity.ca.

A sincere thank you goes out to all of the students who
have already been participating in various ministries
during our school masses.

Miss. Jennifer Waroway
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donot read at school ma s s

Wednesday, December 16, 1:30 pm

Thursday, December 17, 7:00 pm
(Pre-Concert Performance, 6:45 pm)

St. John Brebeuf Church

Admission: Silver Collection

Reception to follow performances in
Parish Hall courtesy of
SJB Parent Council

2009 Grade 7 & 8 Retreat, October 8 to 9,
Catholic School of Evangelization, St. Malo, MB.

CLASSROOM
CONNECTION

SJB Families can currently access

classroom information for the fol-

|l owi ng grades. I f your
room is not listed here, stay tuned for the announce-
ment of additional wikis.

Kindergarten:  http://sjbkindergarten.bpworks.com
Grade 3: http://grade3campbell.pbworks.com/
Grade 5: http://sjbgrade5.pbworks.com/

Grade 6: http://sjphomework6.pbworks.com/
Grades 7 & 8: http://sjp7and8studies.pbworks.com/

French: http://sjbfrench.pbworks.com/
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