
   

March/April  2010                                             Virtues:  Kindness/Love  

PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE   
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Thinking back on the whirlwind month of February, the 

expression, ñTime flies when youôre having funò pretty 

well sums it all up! Catholic Schools Week was an excel-
lent opportunity to focus on how we at St. John Brebeuf 

are participating in Christôs work.  Thanks to Mrs. St. 
Croix and her committee for making our many CSW 

events possible.   
 

The following week, we began our Lenten journey with 
a prayerful Ash Wednesday School Mass .  Special 

thanks to Miss Waroway for organizing this Eucharis-
tic celebration and to Ms. Mendres for her help with 

the choir. 
 

During Lent, our school community helped the people 
of Haiti with the sale of ñI Love Haiti T-Shirtsò.  

Thanks to all who supported this important cause.  
 

Friday, February 19, staff from SJB School and Parish 
were treated to a wonderful Staff Appreciation 

Luncheon.  The event was enjoyed by all who at-
tended, and we thank the Parent Council for the deli-

cious food and great prizes,  the many parents who 

baked, came out to serve the luncheon, and those who 
supervised the students during the noon hour.  
 

Thanks to Mrs. Jennifer Moncrieff and Mr. Bueti for 

a wonderful physical wellness activityðskating at MTS 
Centre on February 24.  It was a great opportunity to 

spend some quality time as a school community enjoy-
ing some fun and exercise together.  We also appreci-

ated all the parents who came out to help supervise 

and tie skate laces!  
 

As we ñMarchò closer to spring, we celebrate the virtue 

of Kindness, and look forward to another event -filled 
month.  This Friday, March 5, our Grade 7 and 8 stu-

dents will enjoy a day of skiing and snowboarding at La 

Rivière .  Special thanks to Mr. McKinnon  for making 
all of the arrangements, and to Mr. Bueti, Mrs. 

McClintock/Ms. Thurston  and Ms. L. Reeves for 
supervising.   That same day, Grades K to 6 will partici-

pate in the Voyageur Day here at SJB.  Thanks to Mlle. 

Dandonneau  for organizing it.  
 

To evaluate our studentsô academic progress, there will 

be no classes on Friday, March 12 as our staff pre-

In the event of a weather emergency, announcements of school closures will be made on CBC Radio One and 

Two, CJOB, CFRW, BOB FM, 94 CURVE FM, 92 CITI FM,  102.3 CLEAR FM, POWER 97 FM, CKSB, 99.1 GROOVE FM, 
HOT 103 FM and CTV NEWS.   

pares progress reports which will be sent home on 

March 18 .  Parents of Grade 7 students will find en-
closed the Grade 7 Number Sense, Number  Skills and 

Student Engagement Provincial Assessment.  Parents of 
Grade 8 students will receive the Grade 8 Reading and 

Expository Writing Provincial Assessment. 
 

Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences will take 
place on Tuesday, March 23 in the afternoon and 

evening.  All students will be dismissed at 2:00 
pm on March 23.  For that day, the After School Care 

Program will start at 2:00 pm until 5:30 pm.   
 

A reminder to parents to pick up students at 2:00 
pm on March 26  (our last day before Spring Break) as 

there will be no After School Care available that 

day .  Spring Break will run from March 29 to 
April 5.  Classes will resume on Tuesday, April 6 , 

when we begin our celebration of the virtue, Love.   
 

This year, our Spring Break coincides with Holy Week.  

Please see the back cover for a Lent and Easter Par-

ish Calendar .  
 

Our Grade 6 Camp is coming up April 14 to 16.  Special 

thanks to Ms. Thurston for her organizational work, 

and to Mr. Bueti for supervision. 
 

A reminder to purchase your tickets for the Knights of 

Columbus Captain Miles MacDonell Assembly 

#0370 Dinner and Draw  in support of our school 
library renovation project, April 21 at the Blessed John 

XXIII Parish Auditorium.  Tickets are available at the 
school office.  
 

Plans are under way for the 2010-2011 school year.  If 

you have not yet re -registered your child, please do so 
immediately in order to secure a spot for September.  

Bursary applications are available from Ms. Makinson or 
from me. 
 

Finally, please mark your calendar for the upcoming 

SJB Uniform Sale , coming up April 
19 .  (More information is available on 

page 2.) 
 

May the joy and peace of the risen 
Lord fill your hearts this Easter!  
 

Mrs. Laura Carreiro, Principal   
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FROM THE  
PASTORôS DESK 
Dear Parishioners, Families 
and Friends of SJB School 

and Community, 
 

As I write this today we are 
in the first week of Lent 

with the great thrill of the Vancouver Olympics moving 
towards its conclusion.  Before we know it, Easter will 

be upon us.  I hope you are having a very good Lent, 

growing closer to our Lord Jesus and ready to celebrate 
the greatest of our Christian feasts: the Resurrection of 

Jesus.  As we look towards the Easter event and sea-
son, I thought you might find it interesting to know 

something of the background of Easter.   
 

The date of Easter causes questions every year about 
why it isnôt the same Sunday from year to year.  Well, 

early in our history a controversy grew up about when 
it should be celebrated.  There were those who felt it 

should correspond to the precise date of Jesusô histori-

cal Passover: the 14th of Nisan (first day of the full 
moon that followed the spring equinox).  The problem 

is that could be any day of the week but not always a 
Sunday.  Then there were those who felt it must be a 

Sunday since Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday.  It 

wasnôt till the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. that this 
was decidedðand the decision was that it be celebrated 

on the Sunday following the first full moon after the 
spring equinox.  In 1977 Pope Paul VI tried to get all 

Christians to accept the 2nd Sunday in April to give 

some regularity to the timing.  Needless to say, he did-
nôt get the agreement and so the date can vary from as 

early as March 22 to as late as April 25. 
 

Another interesting part of our history is that Easter 
was really what we know today as the Easter Vigil, 

which occurs on the Saturday evening during the night 
hours preceding dawn on Sunday.  For hundreds of 

years, this was lost to some extent and Easter was Sun-
day morning.  Until 1955, Catholics celebrated the Vigil 

Saturday morning because Mass had to be from dawn 

to noonðno afternoon or evening celebrations!  Today, 
the Easter Vigil has regained its rightful place as the 

most important Christian celebration of the year and as 
the primary celebration of Easter.  It has four clearly 

defined parts:  the service of light, the liturgy of the 

Word, the celebration of the sacraments of initiation, 
baptism, confirmation and the Eucharist.  This celebra-

tion is the night of all nights and the primary celebra-
tion of the Resurrection of Jesusï or Easter. 
 

The most important part of the Easter event is our own 

deep faith and love for Jesus Christ whose love made 
Him give Himself for us so that we may have everlast-

ing life!  
 

Happy Easter! 
Msgr. D. Ward Jamieson, Pastor 

 

PARENT COUNCIL   
The Parent Council would like to thank 

the following for donating to our Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon prize table: Dimitraôs Jewelry, 

KaTon Giovi Crystal Collection, The Filmon Family, Erin 
Sywake, Cathy Cordileone, Beverely Kinahan of Octo-

berôs, Mona Lisa Florists, Stellaôs Cafe, Panago Pizza,  

Subway,  and The Paper Gallery.  
 

Thank you to all volunteers both in the kitchen and the 

schoolyard.   A special thank you to Lidia Erickson for 

making the banner for the teachers/staff signed by the 
students and Jodie Smith for organizing the lunchtime 

supervision.   
 

Mrs. Jennifer Moncrieff, Chair  
SJB Parent Council 

SJB UNIFORM SALE  

Monday, April 19 : 3:30 ð7:00 pm  
St. John Brebeuf School Gym  

Å Gently Worn Uniforms available 

Å On-Site Fittings 

Å Order now for arrival by September 
 

For more information: email barry@sjbcommunity.ca 

 

SJB GRAD COMMITTEE  
Thank you for responding to the recent 

parent survey regarding Grad festivi-
ties.  The parent survey results were 

tabulated and the committee has be-
gun planning a casual dinner at a restaurant following 

convocation. Please mark your calendar for Sunday 

June 27.  More details to follow.  
 

There was immense support for the proceeds of the 

grad fundraising to be donated to Haiti.   The wine raffle 

will be our big push for fundraising.   Tickets will be dis-
bursed to Grade 8 parents this month.   Your support is 

most appreciated.  
 

We are also working towards planning the students 
farewell activity on Friday June 18 following the last 

exam. The students have chosen their preferred activ-
ity.  More details to come soon.  
 

We will be producing a grad video and require your 

assistance.  A notice will be coming home soon for par-
ents to submit their studentôs baby picture.  But donôt 

stop there!   If you have other pictures that would work 
for the video ï please forward them by email as well. 

More details to follow.   
 

Lastly as a reminder, grad pictures are scheduled for 
April 23rd, 9 a.m.  
 

Thank You!  

Class of 2010 Grad Committee  

mailto:barry@sjbcommunity.ca
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LIBRARY NEWS  
February has been the most excit-
ing month yet in the Library, with 

the launch of I Love to Read 
Month. On February 9th we held 
the I Love to Read Assembly 

where various community leaders and sports figures 
were invited to read a story to each class. We were 

honoured to have the Honourable Greg Selinger, Pre-

mier of Manitoba; Mr. John Orlikow, representing the 
City of Winnipeg; The Honourable Jon Gerrard, MLA for 

River Heights; Mr. Jonathon Green, representing the 
Winnipeg Goldeyes; and Geoff Waugh and Tommy Max-

well, players from the Manitoba Moose visit our school 
as Guest Readers. 
 

 In the spirit of the Vancouver 2010 Olympics, we de-

cided to challenge the students to the I Love to Read 
Olympics. This competition challenged us to see which 

class could read the most during the month of Febru-

ary. There were three divisions: Kindergartens and 
Grade 1 classes competed to see how many books their 

class could read; The Grade 2-5's; and the Grade 6-8's 
competed to see how many pages they could read. Mr. 

McKinnon and the Grade 7 students kept track of 

the results and have created a progress chart that 
tracked our progress. We also held ñreading drillsò 

called Drop Everything and Read. This means that 
every student and staff member had to be ready to 

drop  whatever they were doing at a moment's notice, 
pull out some reading material, and read for 15 min-

utes. 
 

We also had Guest Readers coming into the Library to 
read to classes during their normal library class. On 

February 19th Mrs. Lucille Mahon (SJB mother and 

grandmother) came to  read to the Grade 1 classes, On 
February 23rd Robert Praznik (Director of Catholic Edu-

cation for the Archdiocese of Winnipeg) read to the 
Grade 8 class, and on February 26th Margaret Kindgon 

(Spiritual Director of St. John Brebeuf Parish) read to 

the Grade 3 class. 
 

During February, the Library has been accepting dona-

tions of gently used books to the Laura White Commit-

tee whose goal it is to financially aid underprivileged 
schools in our area. 
 

In March, we are looking forward to our visit from Eric 

Wilson, a nationally renowned children's author. He will 
be presenting to the Grades 5-8 on March 11th at 9:00 

am in the Parish Hall. We also will be holding our sec-
ond Scholastic Book Fair in the Parish Hall from March 

17-23rd. Just a reminder that you can make donations 
of Scholastic books to your child's classroom by taking 

advantage of the Classroom Wish List. We will also be 

holding the Prize Draw for 
$50.00 of free books. Hope to 

see everyone there! 
 

Mrs. Patrice Poirier,  

St. John Brebeuf School welcomes:  

Eric Wilson , renowned best-selling 
Canadian childrenôs mystery author 
 

NEW DATE: NEW DATE: March 11, 9:00 am  

St. John Brebeuf Parish Hall  
 

A Canadian who devoutly believes in his 
country, this international best -selling 
Canadian childrenôs author brings his 
message of hope and optimism for the 

future to the Grades 6 to 8 students of SJB School.   

The Honourable Greg Selinger, Premier of  

Manitoba shares a story with SJB Students  

Manitoba Moose Player,  Tommy Maxwell  

loves to read!  
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Invitation  
 

The parents of SJB are cordially invited  to a morning 
coffee party to learn about Jolica Products.  

 
 

20% of all sales will go to help build  
the Humankind Academy in Dadaab, Kenya.  

 

Date: Tuesday, March 9 
Where: SJB Church Hall 
When: 8:30 to 10:00 AM 

 

Drop off your children  
and come down for coffee.  

What is Jolica?  The Jolica Foundation is a network 

of successful small businesses that provide an equitable 
market for products produced by talented artisans in 

countries around the world.  
How does fair trade benefit artisans?   They receive 

a fair price, commonly referred to as a "living wage", 

for the products they produce as well as commitment to 
future orders.   

Afghan Garden Project : Giving back is one of Jolica's 
core values. In ñThe Garden Projectò in Afghanistan, 

women are funded to plant "kitchen gardens".   In these 
gardens they are able to raise produce for their families 

and some extra to sell.  In the process they are earning 

an income that they are able to reinvest in their fami-
lies.  Before Christmas (Oct - Dec), 315 women in Af-

ghanistan were funded for kitchen gardens.    

Help SJB raise money  to support the building of 
Humankind Academy, Dadaab Refugee Camp  

in Kenya.  
 

Consider taking your family to  

the special IMAX viewing of 

PulsePulse -- 3D and 3D and   

Wild OceanWild Ocean -- 3D3D   
Sun., March 14 th , 4:00 pm  

Doors open at 3:30 

Free indoor parking 

Tickets: $12.00 each 
Available from any SJB student and staff or at the 

school office. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE AT SJB  
Message from the School Board  
The School Board is responsible for the overall govern-
ance of the school and principally focuses on policy, 

finances, personnel and long range planning.  Our 

members are:  Andrew Brimble; Mariella Di Santo; Dr. 
Michael Johnson; Margaret Kingdon; David Kukelko; 

Deacon Joe McLellan; John Osler; John Proven (Chair); 
and Kirstin Stokes-Smith.  Monsignor Jamieson and Mrs. 

Carreiro are ex-officio members.   
 

We are very grateful for the efforts of the many other 
ministries including particularly Parent Council for the in

-year organization of events and many fundraising en-
deavors that enhance student life.  We also wish to ex-

press our gratitude for the significant voluntary contri-

bution of Mr. Alan Parkin who for the past 18 months 
has attended to traffic flow in the morning and after-

noon.  Mr. Parkinôs sustained safety focus on preventing 
dangerous loading practices during these critical periods 

is very much appreciated and we ask that you respect 

his efforts on behalf of your children.  
  

To our parents, we do hope that your family is thriving 

at SJB.  You will recognize the blessings that are our 

dedicated teaching and support staff, and the leader-
ship of Mrs. Carreiro and Mr. Hunt.  Not only must they 

educate our children, they have to deal with us!  Our 
professional educators are best equipped to handle 

matters pertaining to the delivery of education in the 

classroom but we do welcome your input to the Board 
regarding our areas of responsibility and encourage you 

to contact us with issues you believe should be consid-
ered for the betterment of the school.   
 

Kind regards, 

John Proven, St. John Brebeuf School Board Chair 

In February, SJB students Adam Leckie and Samuel 

Brownell  spearheaded the ñI Love Haitiò t-shirt pro-
ject.  Thanks to your purchases of 126 t -shirts , SJB 

was pleased to send a donation in the amount of 
$1339.38 to Development & Peace to assist with the 

Haiti relief effort.   Way to go, SJB!  


