
   

 

November 2011                               Virtue: Tolerance 

In the event of a severe winter storm, all Catholic Schools will close if the Winnipeg Metro School Divisions close 

their schools.  Listen for school closures on CBC, 99.9 BOB FM, FAB 94.3  FM, CJOB, 102 CLEAR FM, AND HOT 103 
FM.  In case of an emergency that requires us to evacuate, students will go to Ecole J.B. Mitchell.  The parent in 

charge of each class will call the other parents using the Emergency Response Phone Tree.   

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE   
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

During the month of November, as we celebrate the 
lives of those who have gone before us, it is fitting that 

our Virtue is Tolerance.  From those who died as mar-

tyrs, to the women and men who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice in the name of peace, to everyday saints who 

have lived their lives in service of others, we have 
learned the transformative power of this virtue as we, 

too, strive to live, learn and serve in Christ.  Please see 

page five for more information about the virtue of    
Tolerance. 
 

Thanks to all who donated food for our October Winni-
peg Harvest food drive.  Our donation was gathered 

and displayed in front of the altar during the October 6 

Mass with the School.  Special thanks to the active min-
istry of the grade 7 students along with Mr. Hunt.   
 

Students in Kindergarten to grade 4 were treated to a 

wonderful afternoon of entertainment „en français‟ on 
October 13 as Jake Chenier came to present a special 

concert.  „Merci‟ to Mlle Dandonneau for her work. 
 

Mlle Dandonneau, along with the Prefects inducted 53 
new students and four new St. John Brebeuf staff 

members (Ms. Craig, Ms. Geras, Mrs. Buccini and Mr. 
Bailey-Robertson) into our Houses last Monday, October 

24.  Each new member received a House t-shirt and 

were welcomed with the singing of our House songs. 
 

Our November Mass with the School will be held on 

November 2, when we gathered to commemorate the 

faithful departed.  We are grateful to Miss Waroway 
and the 6W students for assisting with this important 

liturgy.  
 

Please join us for our Remembrance Day Service, 
Wednesday, November 9 at 2:30 pm in the Gym.  Spe-

cial thanks to our committee members, Mr. Hunt 
(chair), Ms. Balla, Ms. Geras and Ms. Viselli for organiz-

ing this event.   You are also invited to the Remem-
brance Day Mass and Commemorative Ceremony with 

the Knights of Columbus #1107, November 11 in the 

church.  The morning begins with a commemorative 
video at 10:00 am.  Mass will begin at 10:45, followed 

by a wreath-laying ceremony and lunch in the Parish 

Hall.   
 

November 3 will be our pick-up day for the Bothwell 
and Farm to School fundraisers.  Our thanks to all who 

supported these initiatives that helped to fill the bins at 

Winnipeg Harvest for the long winter ahead.  During 
the pick-up, parents will also have the opportunity to 

purchase gently used uniform pieces in the Parish Hall.  
You are asked to donate an appropriate amount to 

cover the laundering and value of the used item.  If you 

have questions or wish to donate pieces that no longer 
fit your children, please contact Mrs. Jennifer Moncrieff 

(see page 4 for contact information) or Ms. Barry in the 
school. 
 

A reminder that there will be no classes on November 

10 as our staff prepares report cards.  There is also no 
school November 11 as we commemorate Remem-

brance Day.   Report cards will be distributed November 
18, which is also a Sports-Theme Colour Day. 
 

Library renovations are close to completion and stu-

dents have already begun enjoying this state-of-the-art 
facility with a 77” True Dial Touch SMART Board with a 

short-throw projector with SMART SBA-L Speakers on a 

height-adjustable mobile floor stand.  We are grateful 
to all who have brought this dream to fruition for the 

students of St. John Brebeuf School.   
 

Start your Christmas shopping early with the Scholastic 
Book Fair, taking place November 21 to 25.  The fair 

will offer gift ideas for everyone on your list.   
 

Parent Teacher Conferences will be held November 24 
and 25.  There will be a 2 pm dismissal November and 

BASC is available.  There are no classes November 25.   
 

We are now accepting Kindergarten registration for the 
2011-2012 school year.  If you know anyone who is 

seeking a quality Catholic education for their children, 
please spread the word about our school. 
 

Please take time this month to remember all who have 

gone before us. 
 

With peace, 
 

Mrs. Laura Carreiro, Principal 
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FROM FATHER MARK  
One of the things that I have learned about 
my character is that I am not a big  

proponent for change. I like routine, I like 

ritual and I need to have a consistency of 
people in my life. However, this does not 

mean that I won‟t change – but it needs to be  
deliberate, it needs to be methodical and the change 

needs to make sense for me. 
 

“The Roman Missal is the book containing all the 
prayers used during the celebration of Mass. From the 

late fourth century until 1970 Catholics throughout the 
world celebrated Mass in Latin. Since 1570, the  

universal Church celebrated Mass using the Missal  

published by Pope Pius V following the Council of Trent, 
albeit with minor additions. Following the Second  

Vatican Council (1962-1965), Pope Paul VI issued a new 
Missal in Latin and gave permission for the prayers of 

the Mass to be translated into the various languages of 

the people who would gather to celebrate Mass. The 
Missal that we currently use was produced in 1970 and 

slightly updated in 1975. It was the first edition of the 
Missal to be published and approved by the Holy Father 

for use in English.   In 2002, Pope John Paul II issued a 

new Latin edition of the Roman Missal which included 
additional prayers for the celebration of Mass in honour 

of newly-canonized saints and for certain feasts and 
other occasions.”(Fr. M. Kroech – Diocese of Hamilton) 
Since then the revised Missal, the Third edition, has 
been a work in progress. It is this Third Edition that we 

will begin to use in November. 
 

We continue on the path of the uninterrupted tradition, 
“which Christ the Lord instituted at the Last Supper and 

commanded his apostles to do in his memory.”(GIRM 3) 
Over the past six weeks the Parish community has 
learned the revision. This has been a process in which 

we have been open to the work of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit gives us hearts that are ready to receive this 

great gift, and we know that as we say new words, we 

celebrate the unchanging belief in the Sacrifice and 
celebration that is Eucharist.  
 

With words raised high, with postures that place us 

rightly in God‟s presence and with the chants that put 
us in the presence of the angels, we are reminded that 

our prayer, our faith and our life in Christ opens new 
doors, situations and relationships. We know then that 

we recognize the new place that God has led us and we 
experience his greatness, his compassion and his love 

anew. 
 

Please know that this is an exciting time in the life of 
the Church, and the parishioners, students, parents, 

staff and clergy of St. John Brebeuf Community are 

grateful that we continue to be part of the act of 
thanksgiving. Change is good!  

 

Father Mark Tarrant 

Pastor 

GRAD COMMITTEE 
The St. John Brebeuf School and community is pleased 
to announce formation of a Grade 8 Parent Grad  

Committee to collaboratively begin the planning and 

celebration of our 2011-2012 graduate electives.  
 

 The Grade 8 Parent Grad Committee is happy to bring 

exciting fundraising events starting with "TWO JETS 

TICKETS" for December 6, 2011 game vs Boston  
Bruins....Jets vs the Stanley Cup Champs!!!! Look for 

ticket sales between November 14 and November 25, 
2011.  (For more information, see pg. 6.) 
  

Sincerest thanks to the following parents for volunteer-

ing to act as members of the Grade 8 Grad Committee: 
 

Sara Cianflone, Chair 
Kim Boaler, Treasurer 

Sonia Lanctôt, Secretary 
Penny McLandress 

Dimitra Verras 
Goretti Xavier 
 

Members at Large: 

Deb Campbell 
Ann Lovell 

Lisa Zadro 
 

Please look for more information regarding exciting 
fundraising events and communications to support the 

Grade 8 Graduation celebration 
 

Mrs. Sara Cianflone 

Grad Committee Chair 

PARENT COUNCIL  
Many thanks to all who have supported the Mind Body 
Soul Fundraisers.  Through the QSP magazine sales and 

very generous donations – we are half way to our 

$15,000 fundraising goal needed for the gym climbing 
wall and new music instruments. Bothwell Cheese and 

Farm to School orders can be picked up at the school 
on November 3rd.  
 

New this year - Parent Council will be coordinating vol-

unteers to staff the Manitoba Lotteries bingos offered to 
independent schools.  St. John Brebeuf receives direct 

funding from this program.  Are you available to work 
one bingo this year?  If so, please contact Andrea Hall, 

Bingo Coordinator at raffoler360@gmail.com 
 

Next dates:   
Nov 15th – McPhillips Street Station (4:30-7 pm)  

Dec 13th – MCPhillips Street Station (6-10 pm) 
 

For all who have signed up to volunteer – thank you!  
Contact will be made for Christmas Receptions and  

Pancake Breakfast in the coming weeks.  Email Jodie 

Smith at sjbpc.volunteer@gmail.com if you would like 
your name added to the list. 

 
Mrs. Kristi Cumming 

Parent Council Chair 

mailto:raffoler360@gmail.com
mailto:sjbpc.volunteer@gmail.com
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 
We‟ve been making a lot of noise lately!!  The new African Tubano drums have arrived and we are 
starting drum work in grades 1, 2 and 3!  Grades 4 – 6 are finishing up group projects that focus 

on ensemble work featuring recorders, xylophones and drums.  It is exciting to see the creative 

process come alive in the students as they put these projects together.  (My apologies to Mr. 
Wiebe --- it‟s noisy work!) 
 

This week we will be starting the extra-curricular ensembles.  The Senior (Grade 5 -8) ensemble will meet for the 

first time on Thursday, October 27th.    I have found some exciting Christmas music to begin working on and I can‟t 

wait.   The Junior Ensemble (2-4) will meet for the first time on Monday, Oct 31st.    There was overwhelming  

interest in the Guitar/Ukulele Club and as a result it will need to be split into two clubs at first.   The first meeting will 

be on Tuesday, Nov 1st for those with experience and who have their own guitars!  We have purchased 10 guitars 

and 10 ukuleles in order to start the club for those who are new to guitar playing.  Many thanks to Mrs. Cianflone for 

assisting us with an awesome deal on these instruments!   

 
Ms. Tasia Geras 
Music Teacher 

 LIBRARY NEWS 
October has been a busy month in 
the library. We are excited about our 

newest addition, a SMART Board 

which we have been able to access 
online and interactive information for our studies.   Our 

theme for the early years has been “Bats”. We have 
been using all types of media to find out “Bat Facts.” 

The middle years have been enthusiastic about the 

Manitoba Young Readers Choice Award nominated 
books and there is a waiting list already. 

The Birthday Book link is available on the school web-
site for any interested parents who would like to donate 

a book to the library in their child‟s honour. 

In November we will be holding our Scholastic Book 

Fair on the week of November 21-25th. Please let me 

know if you have some time available to volunteer   
during the day or on Thursday night (Nov. 24th) where 

we will be holding our annual Family Book Fair Evening 
from 2:30-7:00 pm in the Parish Hall. 

We are also excited to have Library Crew volunteers 

from Grades 5 & 6. These students help with the   
maintenance of the library and shelving books. We wel-

come any student in Grades 5-8 who would like to part 
of this program. 

 
Happy reading, 

Mrs. Poirier, Library Technician (ext. 239) 

EN FRANÇAIS! 
On October 13, the K-4 students had the wonderful  
experience of sharing in Jake Chenier‟s gifts of music 

and language.  The performance was full of memorable 

songs as well as a few juggling and magic tricks!  The 
students got to hear some of their favorite French 

songs played live, including Pizza Paradis!, J‟entends le 
train, La danse des crabes et Dinosaures.  This  

energetic concert is sure to become a beloved French 

memory for all of those involved! 
 

Mlle Holly Dandonneau 

French Teacher 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
School Dance – December 2 from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm – in the school gym only for grades 7 & 8  
 

Reminder that next Colour Day is November l8th – “Sports Day” 
 

Thanks to everyone who brought in plastic bags for recycling. To date we have received over 2010 bags. 
 

SJB Student Council 
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ROOTS OF EMPATHY 
What We Learned in October 
Theme: Crying 

1. Crying is the way babies tell you   

they need something. 
 

2. Babies do not cry because they are 

bad or because they are trying to annoy you. 
 

3.   In the first 6 months, babies cry from hunger or  
      pain. 
 

4. Hunger is the most common cause of crying in a  

      young baby. 
 

5.   When babies are too cold or too hot, they might 
cry. 

 

6.   Babies might also cry from loneliness, boredom and 

frustration. 
 

7.   To get a baby to stop crying, you can try singing 

softly or gently rocking the baby. 
 

8.   You can also try showing a baby a toy or patting 
him on the back to get him to stop crying. 

 

9.   You must NEVER shake a baby. 
 

10.  Shaking a baby can cause brain injuries or death.  
 

11.  Everyone cries. 
 

12.  Everyone has different perspectives about events 
and feelings. 

 

13.  Our temperament will show how we act when we 

are scared, mad or sad. 
 

14. Just as parents help babies, we can help each    
      other work through problems. 
 

Mrs. Margaret Lafreniere   

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
This year the Committee Staff Members are: Mrs. M. 
Lafreniere (chair person), Miss D. Wolfe (vice-chair  

person), Mrs. L. McGregor (secretary), Mr. D. Bueti, 

Miss L. Craig and Mrs. L. Carreiro. 
 

One of St. John Brebeuf‟s school goals is to teach the 

student body about the 7 Core Values of Social    

Teaching as outlined by the Canadian Catholic Bishops. 
The principles that were emphasized in years past are: 
 

2007-08: Rights and Responsibilities 
 

2008-09: 2 principles- Option for the Poor and  
Vulnerable and Care of God‟s Creation 
 

2009-10: Life and Dignity of the Human Person 
 

2010-11: Solidarity 
 

This school year we have chosen: Call to Family,  
Community and Participation: Social organization 

(economics, policy, law, politics) directly affects the 
dignity and growth of individuals. All have a right and 

duty to participate. The common good comes before 

individual wealth. 
 

Thank you to all who donated food to the October out-

reach program for Winnipeg Harvest. More information 

will come your way about further outreach and teaching 
the above principle to the students of St. John Brebeuf.   
 

Mrs. M. Lafreniere 

IN THE SPIRIT OF HUMANITY 
Last February, during Catholic Schools Week, the  
students of St. John Brebeuf participated in an art 

project called “In the Spirit of Humanity”.  

They created paintings that were displayed on the 
giant House murals in the foyer of the church from  

February to June. The artists that inspired our  
students have created a book and CD that is available 

for purchase for $21.00. Many of the students‟ art is 

depicted in the book.  Every school in Manitoba will 
be receiving a free copy of this book.  It can be 

viewed in the School Office. 
 

If you would like to order 

“In the Spirit of Humanity” 
book and CD, prepayments will be accepted in the 

School Office.   Proceeds of this book will go to the 

artists for other art projects.  

On October 24, all new students and staff were  

inducted into one of the four St. John Brebeuf School 
Houses: Domus Spei (House of Hope), Domus Fidei 

(House of Faith), Domus Caritatis (House of Love), and 
Domus Veritatis (House of Truth).  All received a House 

t-shirt and were formally welcomed with the singing of 

each House‟s song. Pre-paid ticket system: Sheets of tickets can be  

purchased through the School Office between 
8:00-8:30 am, and 11:30-12:00 Noon daily. 
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BOBCAT BEAT 
Physical Education 
This month students in Grades K – 4 will be focusing on the “Gallop” and “Skip”. This will complete 

the transport section of the Basic Movement Skills. Students from 5 – 8 will be polishing their volley-

ball bump, set and spike. The Middle Years students will also start a fitness circuit/testing/goal    
setting unit before the month is over.  

 
Volleyball 

Go Bobcats! The interest for volleyball in the school has really grown significantly as we have three boys teams and 

one girls team. Boys and girls teams have started off their seasons looking really sharp! The Girls team has yet to 
win a game but have come very close in all of their games played so far. They are entered into two tournaments this 

year; one at St. Mary‟s Academy on November 5th and one at a location to be announced on November 19th. The 
Developmental Boys team has come equally as close to winning but are still looking for their first victory. The      

Developmental Boys team is scheduled for a tournament on November 19th. The Competitive Boys Team SJB1 is   
enjoying some success with three wins and one loss so far. SJB2 has only played one game against SJB1 at the time 

of print. Both Competitive Boys teams are also registered for the St. Paul‟s High School S.P.O.R.T. volleyball        

tournament which takes place on Saturday, November 5th. All teams are looking forward to the remainder of their 
seasons and appreciate all of your support so come out and cheer them on! 

 
Running Club 

The running club has been busy this fall running both Tuesday and Thursday mornings. We have a large group this 

year and we are all enjoying the beautiful fall weather. The group is training hard for the 2012 Manitoba Marathon. 
Running club will continue until the first snowfall and then reconvene in the spring. Thank you to all parent         

volunteers for assisting with supervision in the mornings. 
 

Intramurals 
Students can look forward to intramurals kicking off in early November with Grades 2-8 starting out with indoor    

soccer. Look for the sign-up sheet outside the gym doors!! Remember, you must have your physical education     

uniform to participate! 
 

Mr. D. Bueti 
Physical Education 

NOVEMBER IS THE TIME FOR TOLERANCE! 
This November, the virtue of the month is tolerance.  Tolerance is accepting differences.  When we are tolerant, we 
do not pre-judge people by the way they look, speak, dress or their nationality.  If we pre-judge, we are being  

prejudice.  We have been working very hard to prepare this virtue of the month for the community of St. John  

Brebeuf School. 
 

On November 2, we commemorate the faithfully departed during mass with the school.  Our class will be leading 

through various ministries at this mass.  November 2 is also known as All Souls Day.  This means that we will  

remember all of the faithful that have died.  This is especially important during the month of November because we 
celebrate Remembrance Day on November 11.  On Remembrance Day, we pray in a special way for all of those who 

have died in order to help create a tolerant world.  We also 
understand that we can create a world of peace by practicing 

tolerance. 
 

Tolerance also means accepting things you would like to 
change and not expecting to get everything you want.   

Tolerance is about putting aside your own wants for the 
needs of the community.  We have been trying very hard to 

take care of our classroom.  For example, we have been 

changing our shoes in order to keep the floors cleaner.  Even 
though it takes a little more time and effort, practicing  

tolerance in this way will help us to be more patient.   
 

 
(continued on back cover) 
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Discuss cyberbullying with your child to 

promote online safety 

Millions of kids in all age groups are online and on cell 

phones every day--at home, at school, at friends' 
homes and at the library. And unfortunately, studies 

show that 42% of kids have been bullied while online. 
How can you protect your child from this new kind of 

bullying behavior? Here are some tips: 

 Talk about cyberbullying. Let your child know that 

no one should put up with bullying. 

 Keep the computer in a place where you can moni-

tor your child's online activity. 

 Remind your child to keep his passwords private 

and to change them often. 

 Tell your child never to share personal information 

online, such as his phone number, address or age. 

 Have your child use the privacy tools available on 

social networking sites to make his profile or photos 

visible only to friends. 

 Tell your child never to respond to cyberbullying--

even to a text message. Responding only encourages 

the bully. 

 Document cyberbullying. Save screen shots of com-

ments made to or about your child. Share them with 
the school and with law enforcement. 
Reprinted with permission from the November 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School 
Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: "Protect your child 
from cyberbullying," Bullying: Engaging Parents, Students and Staff in Your Anti-Bullying Program, The Parent 

Researchers highlight some of the 
benefits of homework 

It's natural for families to ask themselves, "Is the time 

we spend on homework worthwhile?" Researchers have 
wondered the same thing! There's no simple answer, 

but studies show homework does have benefits, includ-

ing: 

 Parent involvement. Reviewing homework with your 

child raises the chance it will get turned in. It also in-
forms you about your child's classes, teachers and abili-

ties. 

 Reliability. When young kids do homework, they 

develop responsibility, persistence and time manage-

ment skills. They need these traits as they progress 
through school. 
Reprinted with permission from the November 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School 
Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: "What research 
says about the value of homework: At a glance," The Center for Public Education, 
www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Instruction/What-research-says-about-the-value-of-homework-At
-a-glance/default.aspx. 

SCHOOL UNIFORMS 
Interested in purchasing gently 

worn school  
uniform pieces?  

 

Or, are you looking to donate 
school uniform pieces that no 

longer fit ? 
 

We will be holding a sale of gently used school uniform 
items November 3, 3pm to 5pm in the Parish Hall.   
 

For more information, please contact Jennifer Moncrieff 

at jmoncrieff@mymts.net or 487-4664. 

Running Club 
Special thanks to all grade 3 to 6 students who partici-
pated in the Running Club.  Thanks also to the parents 

who came out, and staff members Ms. Campbell, Mr. 

Polakoff and Ms. Wolfe.   

The Grade 8 Grad Committee is pleased to  

announce their first Fundraiser of the Year!   
 

Jets Tickets Raffle! 
 

WIN 2 Jets Tickets 
December 6, 2011 Game 

Winnipeg Jets vs. Boston Bruins 
 

Tickets:  $2 each/ 3 for $5.00 
 

Ticket Sales:  Nov. 15-25, 2011 
In front of the School Office 

 

Draw Date:  Nov. 28, 2011 
 

To ensure a Student Winner,  
At-School ticket sales only or through any  

Grad Committee member 

http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Instruction/What-research-says-about-the-value-of-homework-At-a-glance/default.aspx
http://www.centerforpubliceducation.org/Main-Menu/Instruction/What-research-says-about-the-value-of-homework-At-a-glance/default.aspx
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Turn your child's 
mistakes into 
learning  
opportunities  
 

Mistakes, it is said, are the stepping stones to success. 
Now research on how the brain learns shows making 

mistakes is often one of the best ways to learn. 
 

Scientists at the University of Exeter monitored the 
brains of people who were making predictions based on 

information they were given. Then they received new 

information and had to change their predictions. 
 

The study found that people tended to remember this 

new information the next time they saw it. The brain 

sent an "early warning" that helped them remember 
what they had learned. 
 

What does this mean for parents? Sometimes, it's 

probably best to let your child make some mistakes. 
Don't keep nagging her to finish the project that's due 

on Friday. Instead, let her find out for herself what hap-
pens when she waits until the very last minute.  
 

Then talk about it together. Help your child identify for 

herself the mistakes she made. Work with her to see 
how she might have made different choices. 

Say, "So maybe leaving things until the last minute isn't 

the best way for you to work. Next time, it might be 
better to do things a little bit at a time so they get done 

on time."  
 

Reprinted with permission from the November 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary School 
Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc.Source: University of 
Exeter, "Why We Learn From Our Mistakes," Science Daily, www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2007/07/070702084247.htm.  

Encourage your child to take ac-
tion and promote kindness  
Children aren't always kind to each other. They pick on 
other kids. They say mean things behind other people's 

backs. 
But your child doesn't have to accept that unkindness 

as the norm. Instead, you can teach your child a simple 

rule: Do something about it. 
If your child witnesses a classmate being treated un-

kindly or left out, help him think through actions he 
could take.  

Your child might: 

 Start a conversation with a classmate about a book 

he has read or a school assignment. 

 Ask a left-out classmate to sit with him at lunch. 

 Compliment a classmate on something. "Your hand-

writing is neat," or "I like that shirt." 
Just simply smile at a classmate. 
The next day, have your child report on what he did--
and how it made him feel.  

As your child takes these actions, he learns many im-

portant lessons. He will learn how it feels to do some-
thing positive to help another person. Even more impor-

tant, he will learn that when he sees something wrong, 
he doesn't have to accept it. Instead, he has the power 

to make a difference. He can do something about it.  
 
Reprinted with permission from the September 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary 
School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: L. and R. 
Eyre, Teaching Your Children Values, Fireside Books, Simon & Schuster.  

Four strategies help your child 
take responsibility for learning  
While your child is a student, learning is his job. To do 
it well, he has to be an active learner--one who takes 

action instead of just listening. For example, he needs 
to: 

1. Arrive prepared. It's not enough just to show up for 

school. It's also important to get a good night's sleep, 

eat a nutritious breakfast and bring necessities. 
2. Participate in discussions. Your child should ask 

questions, make comments and exchange ideas with 

others. It's especially useful to speak up if something is 
confusing to him. 
3. Stay organized. Help your child create a system for 

organizing papers, assignments and other materials. 

Also have him collect a few friends' phone numbers. If 
he's missing an assignment, he can call someone for it. 
Be persistent. School can be tough, and doing well 
takes work. Support your child as he tackles assign-

ments and reviews for tests. Show confidence that his 

efforts will pay off! 
 
Reprinted with permission from the September 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary 
School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. 

Promote effective study habits for 
a successful school year  
Homework can be a major source of conflict for parents 
and kids. But even if study time goes well in your fam-

ily, it's important to make sure you're covering the ba-
sics. Take small, simple steps that promote cooperation 

and good study habits. Remember to: 

 Choose a regular time and place for studying. It 

should be somewhere quiet with no TV or similar dis-

tractions. Pick a comfortable spot and stock it with ne-
cessities. Kids study better, and with fewer complaints, 

when they follow a routine. 

 Allow free time first. Some kids need to blow off 

steam after school by exercising or chatting. Many also 

head straight for a snack or drink. Keep healthy options 
available that will energize your child for work and play. 

 Encourage organization. Productive studying starts 

with a to-do list. Older elementary school students 

should make one each day. 

 Postpone screen time. Watching TV and playing 

video games are privileges that often take away from 
priorities, including homework, reading and socializing. 

Save all screen time for after homework and studying. 
Pay attention. Homework time is a chance for you to 
learn about your child. Does she excel at reading?  

    (continued on back cover) 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/07/070702084247.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/07/070702084247.htm
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NOVEMBER IS THE TIME FOR TOLERANCE (cont’d from pg. 5) 
We have also been careful with how we use our school supplies.  If we use things sparingly then we will be able to  
save money for other school expenses.  Sometimes, other people eat at our desks and then we are responsible for 

cleaning it up.  This is not fair but we are tolerant and enjoy working on a clean and germ-free desk. Here are some 

things we can do to be more tolerant: 
 ensure no one is teased, left out, sad or lonely 

 try to change ourselves for the better instead of trying to change others 

 accepting other people's choices without becoming angry or upset 

 accepting people the way they are, faults and all 

 making others feel at home 

 showing respect or appreciation for differences 

 knowing that all people have feelings, needs, hopes and dreams 

 showing forgiveness when someone makes a mistake 
 

It is very important to know that tolerance is not about being passive.  When you are tolerant, you do not let others 

treat you like a door mat.  When you are tolerant, you can stand up for yourself and be assertive.  You can be      
tolerant without being mean.  You can be assertive without hurting other people's feelings. 
 

Most importantly, God created each of us in a very special way.  Each one of us is created in the image and likeness 

of God.  St. John reminds us that love is from God.  The Holy Spirit is a part of every one.  By celebrating tolerance, 
we give thanks for God's love and glorify him.   
 

Please join us for mass with the school on November 2 beginning at 9 am in the St. John Brebeuf Church.  Also, be 

sure to check out the virtues bulletin board outside the newly renovated school library.  How will you practice      
tolerance in the month of November? 

 
Miss Jennifer Waroway 

Grade 6 Teacher 

 SJB CLASSROOM CONNECTION 
Kindergarten: http://sjbkindergarten.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 1V: http://sjbgrade1v.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 1W: http://sjbwolfe.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 2: http://sjbgrade2.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 3C: http://grade3campbell.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 3P: http://sjbpolakoff.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 4:  http://sjbgrade4m.pbworks.com   
 

Grade 5: http://sjbmsballa.pbworks.com 
 

Grade 6C: http://mscraigsgrade6class.wetpaint.com 
 

Grade 6W: http://misswaroway.pbworks.com 
 

Grades 7& 8: http://sjb7and8studies.pbworks.com 
 

French: http://sjbfrench.pbworks.com  
 

Music:  http://sjbmusic.wikispaces.com 
 

Athletics:  http://sjbathletics.pbworks.com  
 

Computer:  http://sjbcomputers.pbworks.com  
 

Library:  http://sjblibrary.pbworks.com 

On October 18-19, St. John Brebeuf students from 

grades 7 and 8 participated in an overnight retreat at 
Camp Assiniboia.  The group focused on why it is  

important to be a part of a Christian Community and 
how they can create and participate actively in one. 

2011/2012 Grade 7/8 Retreat 

Promote Effective...(cont’d from page. 7) 

 Struggle with multiplication? Have trouble with 

spelling? Work with her teacher to build on her 

strengths and overcome challenges. 
Be supportive. Don't do your child's homework for her. 
But do stay nearby to supervise. It's okay to answer 

questions and guide your child through problems. But if 
you feel she needs too much help in an area, talk with 

her teacher. 
Reprinted with permission from the September 2011 issue of Parents make the difference!® (Elementary 
School Edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2011 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. 


